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Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
381 Elden Street, Herndon, VA 20170.

§556.1 Purpose.

The purpose of the regulations in this
part is to establish the procedures
under which the Secretary of the Inte-
rior (Secretary) will exercise the au-
thority to administer a leasing pro-
gram for oil, gas and sulphur. The pro-
cedures under which the Secretary will
exercise the authority to administer a
program to grant rights-of-use and
easements are addressed in other parts.

§556.2 Policy.

The management of Outer Conti-
nental Shelf resources is to be con-
ducted in accordance with the findings,
purposes and policy directions provided
by the Outer Continental Shelf Lands
Act Amendments of 1978 (43 U.S.C. 1332,
1801, 1802), and other Executive, legisla-
tive, judicial and Departmental guid-
ance. The Secretary of the Interior
shall consider available environmental
information in making decisions af-
fecting Outer Continental Shelf re-
sources.

§556.4 Authority.

The Outer Continental Shelf Lands
Act (OCSLA) (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.) au-
thorizes the Secretary of the Interior
to issue, on a competitive basis, leases
for oil and gas, and sulphur, in sub-
merged lands of the outer Continental
Shelf (OCS). The Act authorizes the
Secretary to grant rights-of-way,
rights-of-use and easements through
the submerged lands of the OCS. The
Energy Policy and Conservation Act of
1975 (42 U.S.C. 6213), prohibits joint bid-
ding by major oil and gas producers.

§556.5 Definitions.

As used in this part, the term:

(a) Act refers to the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act of August 7,
1953 (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.) as amended.

(b) Director means the Director, Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Management.

(c) OCS means the Outer Continental
Shelf, as that term is defined in 43
U.S.C. 1331(a).

(d) Secretary means the Secretary of
the Interior or an official authorized to
act on the Secretary’s behalf.
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(e) BOEM means Bureau of Ocean En-
ergy Management.

(f) Coastal zone means the coastal
waters (including the lands therein and
thereunder) and the adjacent
shorelands (including the waters there-
in and thereunder), strongly influenced
by each other and in proximity to the
shorelines of the several coastal
States, and includes islands, transition
and intertidal areas, salt marshes, wet-
lands, and beaches, which zone extends
seaward to the outer limit of the
United States territorial sea and ex-
tends inland from the shore lines to the
extent necessary to control shorelands,
the uses of which have a direct and sig-
nificant impact on the coastal waters,
and the inward boundaries of which
may be identified by the several coast-
al States, pursuant to the authority of
section 305(b)(1) of the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C.
1454(b)(1));

(g) Affected State means, with respect
to any program, plan, lease sale, or
other activity, proposed, conducted, or
approved pursuant to the provisions of
the act, any State:

(1) The laws of which are declared,
pursuant to section 4(a)(2) of the Act,
to be the law of the United States for
the portion of the Outer Continental
Shelf on which such activity is, or is
proposed to be conducted;

(2) Which is, or is proposed to be, di-
rectly connected by transportation fa-
cilities to any artificial island or struc-
ture referred to in section 4(a)(1) of the
Act;

(3) Which is receiving, or in accord-
ance with the proposed activity will re-
ceive, oil for processing, refining, or
transshipment which was extracted
from the Outer Continental Shelf and
transported directly to such State by
means of vessels or by a combination of
means including vessels;

(4) Which is designated by the Sec-
retary as a State in which there is a
substantial probability of significant
impact on or damage to the coastal,
marine, or human environment, or a
State in which there will be significant
changes in the social, governmental, or
economic infrastructure, resulting
from the exploration, development, and
production of oil and gas anywhere on
the Outer Continental Shelf; or
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